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On July 1931, Manabendra Nath Roy, Indian
Communist leader, was arrested and imprisoned in Bombay
under the old warrant issued in connection with the
notorious Cawnpore Conspiracy Case of 1924, the first
case in which Communism was put publicly on trial in
India. In common with several other accused, M. N. Roy
was condemned in absentia, since he was away from India
at the time, and his sentence has hung suspended ever
since, awaiting the chance to enforce it against him.
Immediately following his arrest in Bombay this summer,
Roy was removed to Cawnpore, in the United Provinces,
there to face a renewal of his former trial of 1924 in Camera
and to receive an additional sentence for his activities
subsequent to 1924.

To expect a fair and open trial at any time in
India, under present circumstances, and particularly now,
with the newly installed National government functioning in
Great Britain with its enormous conservative majority, is
hopeless. The trial of Roy, started under the aegis of the
MacDonald Government, will continue and culminate
under its successor, the MacDonald- Baldwin regime, and
will enforce the most savage sentence within its power to
inflict upon a man who has been eagerly sought after by
the blood hounds of British imperialism for the last fifteen
years.
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